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reinfor  '  LI,        isti  riod ,    i'  r  •■       wei       lot      :  1  iwed   to 

psel  la  •     ;  empi  i  .      fa  ri  a  son  In,  ;    bo    !   -  1 

poo]      tid  to  ap]        ■ ;  ■•   that  God 

finally,    fasting   wa  for  our  health   for 

to   rela ■  , 
•riod  I   did  not  fast  was  when   I   was   travel - 

ce,    or  sick,    or  when    [   had  riod.  reasons 

lod  as  allowed,    and   of  course   to    be  made   up  later 
pab]   i.        t  .  irwise,    my      ran   m  .    ;  jld  me     bhat  I   should  pro- 
'  for  or.'  a      .   each  day   I   did   not    fa.     . 

■       '  >i  ri     I  went,    [  i  Lutedy  forbidden   to 

u    hi .       .     ra    ,  ;.'.jcca,    or   to    the  Dome  of  the  Rock 

'__ (u     i        ■  '  d).      In    t  ii      ;■  '.    ■    1    as  considered 

•i    is  also  with  a  woman    wh      lias   just  given  birth. 
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L  .        ' ':.  11  j         Li      laza 

hibe: nated.  •  ' '  ily  chores. 

Iv    ,  .  •      iou  ji  ,  ,  our  mother  coc     , 

utine  we  th  ily 

:  :hildr  ver,    after  din        , 

"  I  your  rever  ] 

us."  y  and   tl  I  • 

■  •  . 

Ian,     :al]  e      the  .light  :    ,  when     ;at  i 

[•'uhammad.         irii  '■      Lay,    most   strong   believ- 

•  L  so         :  rfish .  believed    that 

I  '  :  to   colled  ted    the 

■     -  .:  .  h  true  belie1 

•     ■  unadan,  LJ  :  ■■■    i    ■  ,    r  ts, 

loney,    e<  of  wheat, 

umily. 
k  j  rni  '  his   is 

the   television 

:  LI   12:  for  to   announ 

their  sig'nti  .  .  ,  .  '    ' 

.    '  •         cockj  'ed  h    La  tes  and   c 

. 
o   be  greel        b;  thai    It  w<  . -Id  Al- 

.'a;  .    ,       Lsi        illed   --,'-''   Al-Fi'r   (eating       Id  He  £   and 

b    Is  and  happ'  pped   them.      Then   we 

raced    to   r  '        edroom   to   thank    thi  "Happy   E  id'.'      tie 

±  I,    kissed   our   father's    i 

ial   occasions  or  towarc 
old   peopl    .  .issed  us  on   e  :   saying  "Happ;  '.   ] 

1   brother  dressed  and  went   to   the  mosque   to  pray.     Iv  die,    we 

e  house  am     >•  my   father  and  brother  returned,    we   sat  down   to 

:ies   stuffed  with  -   and  covered  with   powdered 

i    ar.  'ter  putting  the  dishes  away,    my  r,    sister,    and   I   put  on 

our  new  clothes  a     I  vi;  ited   our  relatives.     At  each   he1  se,    we   were  offered 


j^i-ri^^ie. 


.'       ir  the  Eid    an 
corning       -ay  >rs    on  the   Ei  1 


JERUSALEM,  DOME    OF   THE    ROCK 


I  ' 


f:*i2iK 


' . '- ••   ■ 


\<MM 


:&M 


>'    \    1, 


**=J 


H^Hi^^HI^^HHB 


m    ^i_Hi  ja:Pi  l-'1 '"  i °    '  i;        "''':' 
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i  nks,    sweets,  ....       ifter  v  ,     ;  •  pti 

.  •/: ,  :  ds  occ    si     :,    and   th 

■  •   ;.;  r  •  all  our  cJ  :;  est    •  I  to- 

morrow we  would  v  ■  ilativi  .■■  r  I  elated.      She   ,     i 

the  norm  ciety.     Lunch 

.     '       ,    we  had  opted   to   cocl  ■    turkey^  i  iseri 

nad  a  :  :  red  tray  was  agreeable  to 

L  ly   folio  win  {         Ls  meal .  ty  w; 

it  easy .  ' 

came    I      visil  th<        :cond  Jay   of    the  Eid.  how  res]    ct    for 

ia's  J         ,  fered  only  blac  fee.     On   the    I 

f  Ld,    m      mnt  visit  e:  ■  '  ;er'  .fi< 

s2 

• 

,     i'hu  Al-Hi.j..      rrived.       fl 
at   tl       end   of   the  cca.      Before 

Its  arrival,  ...  the    fifth 

c  of   Isl   -.  ,    i      :  'or  a] 

'.:'::       .       1      v '.  l,    all    the    past   evil 

.     '  L1  md     n  e '  ed . 

round,  in   Kecca   in       iudi    Arabia,    w    s         sct- 

essed  braham  bee  lu  e   bcli  : 

;  .  o  Abu         am  a  ■  w  1  fe,    the}    bxi  •  i  ill   the 

visa:   an  irough   t]  urafa   Travel   Agency. 

,     '    :■  I        an  I  from  :       plane   to 

Arabia.      In  ,    they   Ahramu.       Uno,    like  all 

Lmmage,    ju:  ..ite   c.l  ■   :  .   Buddha   i'ashl 

His  wife  skirt  an        I   mse  and    ci  Ar.      Amo   had 

i    short.      Amo   and  his  v.  to   stay   at  a 

li  it   had   prepare!      bod  a  dga 

Lving      '    :  -cca,    they  went  around   the  Ka'ba   seven 

as   they  did    .   i.       '     ;uide    Li   I    !    "r.        ound 
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and    the,  e  pray      i  after  him.  Is,    they  wall         to    the 

a ' y i    where    -he  \a  '  ________  jar's  despei 

for    .  for  he:  .     Tl  irark 

watt;:  1       Lr  trek  ' I       thai    of  Marwa. 

t  certain  ■.     i    I  ;   i      /      ■  I      : 

e.     After  tl  '  '     .    I 

•     '     .  : .'.  l  -'::■'-■  ir(  I  1 

i    '    where  all   1  up  al]    night  ]  Koran  and   ,  ray- 

,: ;/i.-  ; •    A:-   '.'..'  .        h>  :t  day,    Amo  and  hi:       i         t<  i         tow 

Led  Kuzdalafa  Llect  twei  '  :h.  Lowing 

Nona,    '•  I    thi     devj  L  Iblees     rith  es. 

;    v  LI ' s  aham   to 

-   a        '       i        L1J  o      i         it  killin,      lis  so  lael.      ''';  •     fina] 

ste]  r  the   sla  house  .  I    an   animal   to    I 

ugh  aw  ■  .  .  consisted  :ows, 

,  .  Ly   two-thi:  th  i         Lve 

-     . :         Is  kept  by  the  rifi  erson . 

■  .  ■        slam.  o  a  i      w i        headed  ;       Lr  hotel,    <  ach 

cuttin  ;  off  r,   meaning  ■  their  Hija. 

...  ■  whole  week.      Wh        thej  .   ;r.e   to    jaza,    t 

.   ,,.:.         !■   *  :        mi  nths  1         -       I       '  '  i  r  wel  L-T  ish    i     . 

cultur    . 
■-.••■  .  i        pilgr:  over  the  wo r] 

rei        ate   them:    lv  ■    .  -.he  doc  es  of 

de,     ri<         ad  poor,    are  equal   in  t  'God. 

white  co it'  lei  r  piJ       Lms. 

i        o  on   the  ..,..'     or   those  who 

,    have  n  tional   holiday   for  four  days.      The  night 

,  .-■  to      i  Lgii         stay   up  a  i      pray   ami  on   the   Eid,    a 

If  iced.      '.   a  i .. ,         ;hei  kh    ;  to    read  Ko 

v    r   the   cl  rs  placed  on   their  g] 

t    ,    an      I   have  only   gone   through  a  Umra,    which    is 
a  pil,  .       ,  .      even   tim  'ba,    walked  and 


;  '  ;  -via,    and   pray p  Lhe  bottoi 

[f  a  person   is   too  oJ  : ,  i 

.'.'_.-.:  :  L  by  rel  a  ti1 


■  '  .     . 

i 


Liday, 


I 


,  I  chocolate   1         '  ememl 
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' 


Lnce  ■    ■.  ;   oi      ij    ''  '  rou 

i-      '  i  I    ■     '  •   .  i        Ltality , 

alvi  n.coui 

■  abou  .  '  i         use . 

,    we  a] wo ys  i  wimming,    1 

iver         rti        i  i         of      ie  Ikhw         JL-Muslime  v      t  us, 

kill  a   y   .     .  !  i .        i  rJ  i  ,  I  ; 

n-i  Le  to  ;w  i  mm  i         '         d  uest,    :         '  lial 

:  .   a    picnic  .  ;whicl 

the  city.  aj  bed  day, 

i  still  di  car,     md      rove  u 

■  .  aw  .  ey  had  a  !      ■  ■■ 

i.  I  '        h      ted        .  went  for  a  walk, 

;  ad\  Ltuati  ■  .  on  our  bathing  sui 

i        '  .'...,■•    i  cloth  i  i  ■     t 

he  bed  by   tl  ad  we  ! 

Lcken,      i  tid   mi  at  stui       !    In  olivi     •      v  ■    ,    fried  rice,    sal  a  : , 

:  .       soy,  w        i  Licii  .   .        or  rt, 

:  —:.;■■■    bh  >n    bu :    •    ■■  '  re   and   mad 

.     .  .  LI  h 

. 

[  me1         :    \         eel        iusi  i       with  a 

'  .  ;  :  I  I  had    cancer,    but   s! 

:  x>i  . "        )  i         to   tell  h  use    they 

■  e  her  and  !         and ' s  re]  at:  Lp. 

.'  f  g.-:ierosit)    i       ..         fruits  grow  in  the  gard        , 

col.  '  .ire  them  with   all   their  neighbors  and  relatives  by 

Li;  iver.  were  constantly,    until    today,    sending  guavas   to 

all    ■  . ,  bors,    and  ot!    r  whom  we  knew.      In   returning  an,   u 

.,    it   i'     i  rude   to    send   the   dish  back   empty,    so   something 

is  a  *,  to   be  put   in   the  dish  when  returning  it. 


lay,  .     .     "  n  your  black  d    y" 

.  1         '.   :  :  •  .   ■    i  ,  ,  ,      !'"H  ;  1       , 

red.      "veil   th  •  '  ,    ■  Lity 

hat  i      '  .  ..■■'..        ■    ■ 

when  •  .        i  to  plac  e  r  plate. 

Letirux  3       today'  ri  pr  ven   1  ,  ii1 

■  .         ■  '    '•■:•'  ■  j  ■    I  "  • 

'  i   .        '.  :  3  p:  ■  :  .. 

.  !  .■'      ..    :  .  fi        Ly  to  visit,    : 

i  set  with  us.  '  LI  over    the 

is  to  a  ■  frj       ■    ,       .  vi] 


i  :  '  .  Lng,    one  d 

.     .  .  , 

when  .  t  ■■'  L  eve: 

,ril         wer  .  i  ea<  n 

t,    wh ' 

sa       '  '•  u      n i ,    s to  ]       i.  ;;h  ing . " 

:        '  :  .  id  this,    both   tribi 

:.■.:::_.  '  i  I  th  em . 

de  a  feasl  '  sheep  a 

vi tc  tri  i       .       Ph  i        Laugl      1  1  ier  as  if  nothi 

n         ...        his  i  asii  Lc, 

'    :  I  for  I  I  sver 

i  er  thai  nd  thAi 

'.  .,/ .  has  a  stn  i      th 

Lej  .        :  •'  3od,    enjoy  i1  it  is,        thing  i      wor 

:  Liv  .        'ate,    I  h  i\  i 

/er  sin  .    .         •  h ;  verytime  u:         Lld- 

-  -  •  parenl  .  Id]  '  r  if  G 

cided 
} and  no  it  it 


t 

' 

- 

. 

toil 

' 

ft  to   sch          i 

th  e  vn  ■  rse  w 

.  •      '■ 

ample,    wh  '  Led, 

ielp  i  i  .  -      .. 

,  .  ihe  pic:     , 

a ted  next  to  him,  •  chatti 

I  •  ■  Lij  wh  Life. 

his  card  told  hi  wou] 

■ ;  I 
Lcket,    paid ,  !    :- o  y  .  ■-    the 

fli  i    entered  c 

:  !    comp'iny . 

ria        i  leci  fate.      Line]      .     .  sa:  ,    ;         hirt 

sk  for  the  ha  xi  e t e en . 

.:       the:       .  argi 

Ln  thej  .  i  ,  ,    to   cat/ 

.      .  ',,.'.  ,  he  return 

..  it  '        hai  .  >1  |         Val 

rried  her.        hat    .  ha:  store,     10  i  mi     kne  i 


as  a] 


!    i  " 


...        iologi  rial  ,  .re, 

-  j         .  ■  Led 

L:  n  r  pr  :     .  :  '    .       .    , 

as  '  i 


Infer  tl 
•■',':■       Is  the  establis! 


Llinea 


■ 

to  co me .  '  .      >  .       .      .  hav e  : 

the 
' s  name   is  Ahmad,  her  i       :alled 

tl        Lmporl        ■■  ilenes: 

;  r  ever,  '     .  ro ther '         i  I  ■  come 

sit,    !  and    takes 

■  i         I         '  rt  of    I :  ...  se,    my   si: 

r,    call  her,   and 

. 
;    i  .  "'  I  .  to 

:  i  i  ir  away ,  i s  i 

ther  telling  about  i     ...      ci       I  mad  at  hi       for 

;   .  to  hi:  end'  mtioning  that  she  was 

•  tr  half -westei      upbri      i       ,    we 

betweei  .   .       .'he  answ 

tl  i         .     i    are  afr;  i  mty  of  women, 

■    ■         ■■  sd  conci  the  women   so    that    the  men  would 

L  m<  ■ .      [n  e;     ' .         Lon,    the  ma  Le   sex  did 


ng  worm  r  .'or 

...  L\  :  I  '      :  reveal       ,    '  .      :     - 

.fts  '  is' 

[  .  .        i  .'.''., 

i  id  eiv  .  f\S  s  '  : 

if  al  '  allowed  to 

Lo  the  movj  Ly  on     :    . : .  d  i  .  th<  .  I  ustom, 

:  ate  :       I  :  .  L  this  li' 

;real         ir  for  the  verj  ft]  .... 

Lrl  would  los  v .      Mrginity  i  sacred   word 

at  h  it  res]  y  f  th 

re  life  de]  c  virgin itj  ion  . 

l  virgin,  I  ,      nd   her   familj 

bo  dii  :ed   in   1  .  Lety,  usui 

rid   th  .  -  f  1  .  ; i    .  i 

try . 


1        .         :    .  eet  an  older        .    oi  ,    I  Lk<    a      ran 

i        •         ■■  i  c;ht  hand.  ;  tradition   i 

However,    some        pect:  tightly 

he]        a   to.  lay,  xhausted ,  i     ,a  tl       .  pul 

■■•.■.  ■  .         d  sat  facij 

hen  m  ]  Lving    roi    . ,    :  rpl;      'eprimanded   me 

ndma.  .  i         :tion  is  consi  lered 
i  i  s  r            i               ■ 

/  lay ,   i  t o  r  i  n  I 
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my   mo  the]      nd   friend   Im  i 

. .  -.  '  my    :  ■.  ■'. me . 

'  .  :  '  ■■  .      "!  .'  the  room 

looming  up,  I,        he- 

.    pul  bot 

■■■:.-.  y  L    ;;h  :  ears, 

it  . 

;.'.'.  i  [   h  .'■.', 

..  bui  Its  i  In        house  !  I'       roj 

: .  •  '    •.       '       te  ow]  '         place  J  ■  .use 

rsti tion .       ' .  L so  vi ew 


■    : 

■'    ''  •■■   ,      .     .   ' 

ise-c           '       .           nam,  : leaner,    who 

I  at  ?:     i.      My    sister  i      '       ta]        I   r 

1  '                               the  floor,            .    :  ■  tiques   to   si     es     nd 
'hei                             i .     ■jit.l    a      ai]     fu]        if  wa1     v-tl  iquid    soap, 

floor  and  thi       sw     I     tl  r,               tn      bath- 

Ll  grain   br        .               -1  ^   a  mop  a 

to    the   bat':;                   iin .  '       Lly , 

soak   u]  h      remain ;  n 

thr                  I  .        •            ach  roo 

'             i               I     .     ;     .  Liev         iat              sason 

Lness,    which  i        reatl,  res          ii      n  i    ■ ..    •  i      y . 

I   thd  method,    al- 
. 


'  rj.      ivity :    the      on]  id 
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i  he  tradi  ising  herbs, 

cure,    w  ad  my  period.      I   felt  a 

i  : :  l1]  he]  b  homes, 

hi   i  .  ; 

Lrst,    T    felt  much  Lrank    it,    for  it 

:  -r. 
:r  cure  .  hal  ,         i  '  ,     -        h    is   us 

n,    u  •  probl<  m:  .    :he 

.     i        iot   unlike    the 
are  boiled  i  led   I  ke  it   e 

Ink. 

id  expei Lenc  i  en  my  cousin, 

did  i      Moolid 

:  L  ik '  s      <  th er  1         3  u  ■  ■      tl  radi  , 

di      '  ;od.      A    religi  1  came  ■  1     I 

1     L  i  1  I   Ko  ran .      W r  were  all ,    tl 

:    ;.   is  ce!    brat  ■  wome  r. 

.  ' .     '  urged  us  repeat    the  aJ  . 

>erved         I         we  had,    1  the   en  ie  I        Lid,  d      ■  -cca 

i-on. 

!   .       ;     ■  I    were  making  coffi  i      .     m  ith    r's     ;u  >s1  ,     \unt 

:  ham,    ..  with  .      ;  :'  i  i  ■■     .  .,':.;.    ion't  wi 

1  to   rea  :ups.  hurri>  ther  tank,  rd 

for  ■  ..  us  to    :.  i  t  di    •.  .  we 

fee,  cups  :  I      li     n  i      thei]  L<     ters  an  ted 

;of fee  ha  i  ;  ut,  ■■  ..  cm        iur  cups 

Id  itter         :         1       ■      ■  . .       'his  wa:  t 

I  for  us. 
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LI  i c  past ,  ■     to 

e.As  s  '  ■   :   -  ,  ;.  ,'i:.ce  : 

ether,  tain:    I hemselves 

3  ■  •     ;'  ' :i 

.'  ,    marry  in/  ma  ;'  irth . 

'  Li  .  reaction   to  our   b  1  ief 

Hi... 
viewed  >.  i    :  -  whic      '       Fun. 

fee   i:  'u]  .  rituall, 

;  :  ,  flat   t<  ••        I  O!        'ulJ    tea- 

:    .  ■     ■.  ■  tl  I  I  >■- 

•       ,    |  ■  e   top  of  \  iled  coff 

irst     laced  hen   tl  1.  ic- 

■"'■■.'••■  I 

e  of  mj     "  i  i.nt,     [  wa:     '  ■   '  I ,  receivj 

■ 

la  ■'■    '  :■  -  'fee,    without  su        ,    '•  .         >  n  1 

ime  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  family  of 
:.  '       tance,    black  coff        i  '        ■    .  ■ 

.:  \rabic  c  Ls  of  I  at  the  end  risit. 

Tercti  t.  .  <  ,    t  ]  will   tak 

■  •  -v  ed  1 1     ■     "'  . 

: 

■  i  th  i 

rvi  Lt    :  ;        t  wi ,  ■  sk- 

in not  sure,    bu1  •  i.l  '    I 

ffee    Ls   spill- J      n    the  flo<  r,    Lt  is  i       .     ■       ;  a  good 

y,    I:-  I.                 Ls  a  ruli    which  I  hav<       reat 

1  .                      r\  '       ,    •        coffee   shou]  d    be  of 

■     .  rson  pi      ent,      ccordi      j 

Ls  served  to  mei                                      ,         ter  th                     si 


'•;  - ! 
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'  '.        oni  i  , 

i  -As  s  ::         :    . 

■■■     ,       [sua  .':■■■•■         ■_:.}.■ 

It    i  :  ,  -       * . .  ■   - : ,  L   th  : 

11  i        Ln  it. 

his  belii  : 

■  ■cample  ialJ  '■ . 

■■  w 

':  r :  .  -  ■     .  ; 

.Her  :■  ,    your 


Li     ' I         ivi] 
in 
exists, 

[omen,    i 

I   iy      ■   '    the   o '  hi  •     t 


. 


'     b; 
caches    In   ,:.        .    nd- 
:hes. 

nchi        if 


" ,   brou      ■ 

...       .  visitor    '■•■  ft  i  ; 

'     . ' 

:  ■    i 

Lnd   every  ]  ;maJ  rive 

ward    . 

,v  LI  Eye  are   beli  i  i 

1  ■  : •  ,    people  vn  bheir  1 

ue-eyed  can  cau  .       to   befall  ol 

vil     ye,    a  bli  one,  i    ; n ,    or  the 

e.ye. 

house.  a  rawn  and  s      '  Lie 

from  "  .  writti  r   ,         ' 

"th  '         ;        I  I ..    I  , "      ■.  ;    "may    the   eyi  ;    ■        vil   bee 

ye ,    salt  and  flour       -em  !  ha 

i  period,         ■•.-.  sap;       ..  '•  :ha:  coal  ar      s    rinkl' 

;  ■!.':'  '    ved   that   the 

h.     Another  metl  'or  curing     the  Evil 

is  to   ki  ike    '  yi  is  to  b     bur:  I,     rhi]      ■  ■      in  is  read 
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■     ,...■■ 
i:  l,        pice  1  '  .  ,burrit, 

Meanwhile, 


:  :  '  .... 

■  rew. 

■■ ;       ,    i       il        a  .     .  '  '      I  c        Lai   ^ectioi         f  1 

e. 

,    ■  ner, 


■.  iff  to  fi 


i 


h      .  ; 
Lsh. 


h  .  '    :  .  Loor  .  ! ' 

I  am 

.  .    .■    .  i. 

....  .  ■     !         .  i 

.    i  ior, 
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year:;  of  marriage.  s  left  a  widow   with  ighter.      Like 

Ik ran,    she  refused  all    the  ma:  propositi-  ur  the   sane  reason. 

Having  finis';  sen  10I,    she  went   to  Kuwait  and   worked  as  a  teacher. 

Nov/   she  is  happy   and  well-off,    with   a  house  of  her  own, to   which   she  returns 
every   summer,    in  Gaz    . 

last  encounter  was  with  Wisal.       ,  married  at   thirteen  years 

of  age,    her  twenty-four  year  old  husband  was  extremely  rich.      3he  had 
two   sons  from  him  when   they  began  losing  money,    they  moved  to  Jericho 

to  live   with  her  pa  .      Her  husband  could  not  accept  the   fact  that 

her  parents  were  supporting  him  and  his  family.  One  day,  on  the  preten 
that  he  was  taking  his  two  sons  for  a  -walk,  he  shot  himself  and  his  two 
son:  .  ar  ]   one  of  his   sons  -lied,    the  other  son   revived.      At   this   time 

Wisal   was      ..  gnant.      She  had  another  son,    talk  about  fate.      iifith 

her  brother's  help  and   what   little  fortune  her  father  had   h     '    I     :",    she 
raised   and    taught  her  children.      One  is  now  a  politician  and  the  other  an 
airline  waiter.      Only   after  her  sons  grew  and  worked   did   she  consent   to 

Lnally  get  married  again.       'be  also   consented   because  her  brothers 
pressured  her,    i    ;  1        a   youn,     widow   should   not  be  left  alone   in   the  hou 
remarried  at    the  age  of  thirty-two. 


mm 
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Family  Structure 


Cur  families,  i:     eral,  are  extended  families.  Only  a  few  years 
ago  everyone  was  living  in  the  same  house.   I  i  .very  nuclear  family  is 
living  in  a  house  of  their  own,  but  they  are  still  living  next  door  to 
each  other.   Whenever  anyone  is  sick  or  in  need,  all  the  re  b  of  the 
family  come  together  to  care  for  that  member  of  the  family.   Within 
this  institution  of  marriage  and  family  ties,  second  cousin  n 
are  prelevant  and  are  the  most  favored  of  all  marri    s.   This  is  so 
that  the  wealth  stays  within  the  family  circle. 

One  misconception  about  Arab  families  is  that  the  males  are  married 
to  more  than  one  woman  each.   Althc  Lows  polygamy  in  terms 

of  marrying  four  women  at  once,  ther  are  set  rules  which  must  be  met. 

us,  a  man  must  treat  and  love  all  the  f  ually  in  v  rj  which 

way.   This  tends  to  act  as  a  cold-wash  to  those  who  have  any  ideas 
about  marrying  more  than  one  because  thesi   tandards  can  not        by 
human.  Other  factors,  such  as  the  cost  of  living  and  the  worn;  -  '. 

unt  to  a  great  extent  in  today's  soci  ty.   Nowadays,  no  woman 
to  allow  her  husband  to  marry  another.   Just  in  brin 
this  topic  with  some  of  my  friends,  I  was  practically  attacked.   This 
action  is  practically  non-existent  in  my  society  today.   It  did 
in  the  past. 
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Summary 

In  summary,  I  have  written  about  the  few  but  very  im- 
portant life  events  and  rituals  we  have.   Birth,  marriage, 
death,  and  circumcision,  the  central  core  of  our  society 
depends  on  how  these  institutions  are  carried  out  through 
the  generations.   The  life  cycle,  as  I  presented  it,  makes 
up  the  general  over-view  of  the  society  to  one  not  acquainted 
with  it.   Then  I  went  on  to  mention  the  holidays  existent  in 
our  society,  mainly  to  stress  the  religious  emphasis  that 
this  society  tends  towards.   Hospitality  I  mentioned  as  a 
sepaE&e  entity  because  it  is  truly  an  amazing  feature  which 
I  have  never  seen  anywhere  else.   Going  on  to  folklore,  I 
hope  that  I  have  presented  a  general  idea  which  will  help 
a  stranger  start  to  comprehend  the  workings  and  ways  of 
the  middle  class  Gazan  society.   Occupations  is  a  field  where 
I  leaned  mainly  on  female  occupations  since  they  are  rare  and 
not  known  by  most  westerners  as  capable  of  working.   The 
family  structure,  compared  to  the  west,  T  found  of  utmost 
interest .Finally  I  gave  a  brief  account  of  the  workings  of 
Islam  because  Islam  is  viewed  as  a  part  of  life  at  home  not 
a  separate  institution. 

In  relating  this  short  account  of  my  country,  I  am  trying 
to  draw  the  reader  into  a  new  and  strange  culture  by  giving 
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a  mental  tour  of  the  people,  thoughts,  beliefs,  culture,  and 
way  of  life.   I  have  tried  to  somewhat  analyze  some  of  the 
existent  traditions,  folklores,  and  other  material  I  presented, 
Thus,  a  foreigner  would  begin  to  think  and  meditated  about 
the  difference  of  culture  and  how  it  came  to  be.   For  now, 
a  lot  of  the  values  of  the  Arab  and  western  culture  are 
becoming  more  and  more  alike.   For  example  marriage,  hard 
work,  equality,  motherhood,...,..   constitute  part  of  every 
society,  yet  there  are  also  differences  within  the  culture 
itself.   These  and  other  questions  or  thoughts  plague  the 
anthropologist  in  his  search  for  the  beginnings  and  divergence 
of  man. 
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